How to Host a Quick-and-Easy Western Style Winter Party

Deas Richardson

1) Find a few people who are bored on a given evening, provided that it
is, in fact, the same evening. (Having people bored on different schedules
happens regularly, but does not assist us in creating a quick-and-easy
party.)

2) Invite said people to your place for some dining, mingling, and general
holiday shenannigans. (By this time, unless you are pranking yourself, you
should have cleared your own schedule and synced up with the group
boredom schedule. Also, if you are pranking yourself, you are reading the
wrong article, friend.)

3) Figure out what kind of food you want. Don’t do much about it. Just think on it. This is most important if
you have invited a previously bored vegetarian over. | understand that inviting a previously bored vegetarian
to a party that is not vegetarian-friendly quickly bores them again. So, watch out for any special menu
necessities.

4) The day of the party has come at last. First, sleep in late as long as possible. You will need the energy later.
Go buy the food in the morning, and start to make your house smell enticing by getting your main dishes rolling
by midafternoon. If you have any nostalgic holiday films in your collection, get the VCR or DVD player busy. You
must cultivate the holiday spirit - it is not nearly as spontaneous as your party, and must be coaxed from its
hiding place, which some theorize to be in the same dark place into which your unpaired socks dissappear.

5) As the guests arrive, let them entertain themselves and each other by playing on the computer, completing
your jigsaw puzzle (of which you are entirely too possessive), and bothering you about whether or not they
can help you cook. (The answer to this last question is probably no anyway, because, after all, you chose the
menu, and they would only destroy all your hard work. This is doubly true if they are a real chef and would
make your cooking look bad by comparison.)

6) Document everything thoroughly with your digital camera. This is great for memories and future insurance
claims. Make sure to capture the before and after dinner shots, of both the guests and their plates.

7) If there was ever a time for an outrageously unhealthy (and consequently delicious) dessert, now is that
time. If you have recently received mail from overseas, or one of your guests has, make sure to deplete their
stash of foreign candy before the night is done.

8) Read childhood stories out loud to one another. Drink mulled wine. Wear New Year’s Hats. Pop poppers.
Exchange Christmas Presents. The cool thing about having your own party is that you can determine in
what order you would like to shift through the various celebrations to be had. If you don’t mind getting into
dangerous water, venture into the all-too-hysterical realm of one another’s childhood traumas. Ah, bonding
experiences.

9) Everybody sleep! If you wake up the next day a little sad that it’s over, then you had a really nice party. If
there is any debris left, grudgingly clean it up. (The same goes for fire damage, water damage, and any other
kinds of damage that you may have discovered in the post-party inspection.)
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